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Special points of interest 

 Gifted programming options in 
SEL seek to serve a variety of 
students. Pull out with gifted 
intervention  specialists, push in 
with classroom teachers and  
cluster grouping are among the 
approaches used. 

 PD day in October centered on 
serving the gifted student in the 
regular classroom. Patty Clary 
was our presenter. 

Challenges for ALPHA Students 
An ALPHA student is a student who has been identified as gifted in the     
specific academic area of math and / or reading. Mrs. Marcia Armbruster 
works with this group of students at the third grade level in both math and 
reading and with students in grades 4—6 in the area of math.                      
Mrs. Armbuster works with these students in small groups during their IE 
periods. When not working directly with ALPHA students during IE, she 
“pushes in” to work with high ability students in the regular classroom     
setting. 

The ALPHA students have been very busy during the first quarter of this 
school year. 

Third Grade ALPHA Reading: The students at Adrian, Rowland, and     Sun-
view have been learning how to be a part of a blogging community using 
Kidblog, a private, secure site where teachers and students can share      
writing. Despite  being in three separate buildings, all of the ALPHA reading 
students are now part of one cyber class, and participating in an                 
introduction to Junior Great Books via blog discussions. The Junior Great 
Books Program employs the guidelines of Shared Inquiry. In Shared Inquiry,       
students read the same story, discuss answers to open-ended questions, and 
comment on other’s opinions and views. 

Third Grade ALPHA Math: The elementary ALPHA math third graders have 
learned to play SETgame online, a deductive reasoning attribute game that 
prepares them for their higher level math activities, Cross Number   Puzzles 
(strategic multi-layered addition puzzles), and Number Cents (evaluating 
and creating sentences and paragraphs in which different parts of speech 
are assigned different monetary values.) 
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6th Grade ALPHA Math students  

participate in Tower Power. 



Invention Convention 

STEP UP students in grades 3—6 will 

participate in the Invention         

Convention this year. In November, 

students will be introduced to this 

event and more detailed information 

will be sent home to parents.  

In this event, students will be taken 

through the steps of the invention 

process using the STEM process goals 

of Ask, Imagine, Plan, Create and 

Improve. In March, the students will 

participate in an Invention           

Convention at Greenview and several    

students will be chosen to participate 

in the North East Ohio Invention 

Convention  that will be held at 

Cleveland State University in early 

May. 

STEP UP: Grades 3—5  (Mrs. Arnold is the gifted      

specialist for this group of students.) 

Off to a great start! Thanks to         

Dr. Motley for purchasing Chrome 

Books. It is amazing to have         

technology at our fingertips! 

We have been getting to know more 

about each other with the ME     

MUSEUM. So far we have            

highlighted  3rd grader William   

Butler, 4th graders Jillian Phillips and 

Markalla Tumbry and 5th graders 

Matthew Monah and Aidan Arth. 

The students have done an out-

standing job of bringing in and     

presenting pictures and items that 

represent their interests and talents. 

STEP UP students in grades 3, 4 and 

5 had the opportunity to create a 

Tag, or picture with words that   

symbolizes who they are. If you 

haven’t already, check out http://

www.tagxedo.com/ and explore it 

with your child. The children loved 

designing on this site! 

One component of STEP UP is      

addressing the student’s affective 

needs. All STEP UP students         

participate in a “Community Circle,” 

where different social and emotional 

topics related to being gifted are 

discussed. This is a safe environment 

where students can feel comfortable 

sharing their ups and downs with 

other students that have some of 

the same gifts and talents, as well as 

some of the same challenges.  

Third graders are working on           

discussions and journaling around 

the topic of Getting to Know the 

Whole You. They made a list of all 

the adjectives (good and bad) that 

describe them. 

 

Fourth graders have been discussing 

the pro’s and con’s of being gifted, 

and journaling about how that label 

makes them feel. 

Fifth  graders have started the topic 

of emotions and so far they made a 

list of everything that brings them 

joy! The children really enjoyed shar-

ing their lists and adding to them as 

they listened to each other’s ideas. 

All students in grades 3—5 are    

participating in a Continental Math 

League Challenge. So far we have 

taken  a practice challenge and have 

been working on problem solving 

strategies. Students have had the 

opportunity to take on a teacher 

role as they model the strategies 

that they have used to solve multi-

step higher level math problems. 

Each student will be participating in 

four Continental Math Challenges 

this year and they are graphing their 

own individual results. 

Third graders have started a Unit on 

Bloom’s Taxonomy, which is based 

on Dr. Benjamin Bloom’s levels of 

thinking. They will be exploring each 

level of thinking while participating 

in creative projects involving a    

GERFUL! Ask your child to explain a 

GERFUL to you. 

Fourth and fifth grade have been 

working on STEM (Science, Technol-

ogy, Engineering and Math) activi-

ties. STEM is an interdisciplinary and  

applied approach that is coupled 

with hands-on, problem-based 

learning. The students will learn how 

to solve problems with a team using 

a process. The process begins with 

asking questions, imagining potential  
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Seminar for High School 
Gifted Students 

The Arts: Peaceful       

Solutions XX 

Thursday, October 22, 

2015 

                        
Using technology to keep in 

touch with high school      

students who are identified as 

gifted, Mr. Bell is sharing 

opportunities that are      

available to this group of  

students. The first event in 

which a group of these      

students    participated was 

one provided by the ESC and 

located at the Beck Center 

for the Arts.  

 

The focus for this event was 

based on quality communica-

tion which is essential to   

understanding, cooperation, 

and optimal problem solving 

for peaceful existence in an 

ever expanding world.  The 

purpose of the seminar was to 

provide high school students 

an opportunity to experience 

communication through     

artistic expressions from 

various arts and/or cultural 

perspectives.  This experience 

enhanced each participant’s 

understanding, cooperation, 

and problem solving skills.  

Seminar goals included      

opportunities for students to:    

   

              

       Explore artistic pathways 

for career or avocation. 

       Interact with students 

from other school districts in 

an educational setting. 

       Explore new artistic   

media/forms. 

       Participate in individual 

and/or group decision making. 

Challenges for ALPHA students ….cont. from page 1 

Mrs. Armbruster also works with the ALPHA Math students in grades 4—6 

at Greenview. 

Fourth Grade ALPHA Math: Greenview 4th graders began their ALPHA           

experience creating a bulletin board of 50 specific, real life situations in which 

they use math. They have solved the Problem of the Week (higher level    

challenge problems), Number Logic Problems (deductive reasoning skills tied 

to math skills), and Cross Number Puzzles (strategic multi-layered addition 

puzzles).. 

Fifth Grade ALPHA Math: ALPHA Math 5th graders learned about Roman  

Numerals, their first in a series of ancient mathematical systems we will study 

this year. They have also worked with the Problem of the Week (higher level 

challenge problems), Number Enigma and Crossmatics, (higher level         

math puzzles using a variety of operations , math skills, strategies, and                 

perseverance) 

Sixth Grade ALPHA Math: Greenview 6th grade ALPHA Math students began 

the year examining and analyzing dimensions and physical attributes of     

famous structures around the world in order to begin to create models of the 

structure, participate in Tower Power (creating a tall structure using limited 

materials and analyzing and evaluating their work experience), and solving 

higher level math/deductive reasoning problems using Number Patterns, 

Cross Number Puzzles, and Math Mindbenders. 
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STEP UP: Grades 3—5, Continued from page 2 
 

solutions, making a plan, creating a solution, and then improving upon the results. 

This process continues until the goal is met. 

 

The 4th grade challenge was to work in teams to build a free-standing structure out 

of 20 pieces of spaghetti, 1 yard of masking tape and 1 large marshmallow, which 

needed to be placed on top of the structure. 

 

The 5th grader challenge was to work as a team to construct a straw hoop airplane 

that can fly the farthest distance using a plastic straw, paper strips, and tape. 

 



Thoughts from STEP UP  
Students 

 “Together we can change 

the world—if you just    

believe in yourself.” 

 “I can write a book and 

do super well. One day it 

may change the world.” 

 “This year I will test    

myself in math to see 

what I have learned.” 

 “ I will make life more fun 

by getting better grades 

and listening.” 

ALPHA Push-In_____ 

When the Gifted  Intervention 

Specialists (GIS) are not work-

ing with gifted students in a 

pull-out setting, they push in 

to  regular classrooms to help 

support gifted learners in that 

setting. For example, Mr. Bell 

pushes into some Language 

Arts and/or Math classrooms 

at  Memorial. Mrs. Arnold and 

Mrs. Armbruster also push 

into classrooms as their 

schedules will allow. This         

collaboration between the 

GIS and the classroom    

teachers help to support the 

needs of our gifted learners. 

ALPHA Reading—Grades 4—6 

Mrs. Gina Arnold is the gifted specialist 

that works with ALPHA Reading         

students in grades 4—6 at Greenview. 

These students meet during their IE  

periods twice a week.  

All groups have started Novel Studies.  

The fourth grade novel is Masterpiece 

by Elise Broach, the fifth grade novel is 

Counting by 7’s by Holly Goldberg Sloan, 

and the sixth grade novel is A Mango 

Shaped Space by Wendy Mass. 

The novel is read aloud. The purpose of 

the novel study and discussion related 

to the novel is to use critical thinking 

skills and higher level  learning as we 

analyze and evaluate the characters, 

setting, plot, events, and theme. 

One of our focuses has been on making 

connections. (text-to-text, text-to-self, 

and text-to-world) Students gain a deep-

er understanding of text when they 

make authentic connections. 

In addition to the novel study, all of the 

groups are currently reading an inde-

pendent book. After the students finish 

their book, they will use a graphic or-

ganizer to evaluate the book based on 

character development, setting choice 

and description, plot, ending, and gen-

eral interest level. They will also com-

plete a small, open-ended book project 

that they will present to the other stu-

dents. 

All groups are communicating and re-

sponding to literature using Kidblog, an 

online blogging site. This allows Mrs. 

Arnold to stay in touch with students on 

the days that we don’t meet, as well as, 

allowing the students to make book 

recommendations to each other. 
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Grade 6 STEP UP is in full go this year on Fridays. The first semester-long term 

project for this group is called “Mystery Disease” which is a problem-based 

learning unit. The students are presented with a problem and get a chance to 

investigate via research and group interactions toward solving the problem. 

Almost every week, students are assigned a STEM activity. We have been 

working on cars that have to perform under various conditions. We are using 

LEGO Education materials purchased through the curriculum office. 

Students are also routinely expected to perform  rigorous STEP UP thinking 

that involves logic, shared inquiry, and leadership activities. 

Our reading enrichment group this quarter has been studying the classic story 

by Frances Hodgson Burnett called The Secret Garden. Sixth grade STEP UP 

students will be attending the play of The Secret Garden. 

We are thrilled to report that we 

have full time STEP UP back at     

Memorial Junior High School! We 

have wasted no time getting the 

students involved in higher level 

thinking activities and programming 

that is designed to help this group 

realize their full potential. 

After a study of the legal process, 

the students attended a Mock Trial 

with Judge Bozza at the Lyndhurst 

City Hall. The topic of the trial was 

called DUI and revolved around 

teenagers drinking and driving. The 

students played in various roles and 

did an amazing job. 

Our next unit will be debates.      

Students will learn the debating  

process and perform their debates in 

front of a live audience and receive 

evaluation from real judges. 

The pillars of STEP UP have not been 

lost in the new schedule at           

Memorial. On a weekly basis we will 

continue with our class meetings 

and affective development. Students 

will be encouraged to take on     

leadership roles and be role models 

in the school setting. 

Technology is an important part of 

STEP UP. Every student now has a 

laptop and will put it to effective 

use. Students also learned about and 

employed GPS technology when 

they participated in a field            

experience at Lookabout Lodge in 

Solon. This event was sponsored by 

the Education Service Center of 

Cuyahoga County. 

Some other exciting opportunities 

for STEP UP students include        

participation in the Stock Market 

Challenge that has students simulate 

investing and learning about the 

financial world. A team of students is 

also enrolled in the First Lego League 

which is a robotics competition in 

cooperation with Rockwell           

Automation.  

As you can see, we are up and rolling 

and we are only getting started. Stay 

tuned for some more outstanding 

things to come. 
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STEP-UP—Grade 6 (Mr. Bell is the gifted intervention    

specialist for this group of students.) 

STEP UP at Memorial (Mr. Bell) 



“The surest path to high self-esteem for all learners is to continuously be successful at learning tasks they 

perceived would be difficult! Each time we ‘steal a student’s struggle’, we steal the opportunity for them 

to develop  high self-esteem!”  Dr. Sylvia Rimm,, clinical psychologist 

   Educating gifted students is a responsibility that parents and teachers must share. 

We must work together to provide appropriate challenges for our   students. 

Part of appropriate challenges includes work that involves an “authentic struggle”. 

When gifted students are constantly under-challenged they begin to equate     

learning with ease. Without ever studying or putting forth effort, these students can 

earn grades of “A”. 

One of the goals for differentiated instruction is to craft tasks / assignments that 

will require our gifted students to use thought and effort. Without challenging 

work, gifted students have no need to learn and use study skills. These students 

frequently do not know what to do when they are faced with a challenge. Since 

they have come to equate learning with ease, when they are faced  with a          

challenging assignments several things may occur: 

1. They may begin to doubt their abilities. “I’ve never had difficulty before—I 

guess I may not be as smart as I thought I was.” Their self-esteem may begin to 

suffer. 

2. Since they have never had to spend much time working through an assignment, 

they may lack the trait of persistence. They may not complete the task. 

3. Since schoolwork has been easy for these students, they usually complete tasks 

perfectly. Some gifted students are perfectionists and may not complete     

challenging tasks if they believe they cannot do the assignment perfectly. 

How can parents help? Parents can support their child when the child is given a 

challenging differentiated assignment. Encourage your child to take risks and     

challenges and stick with them until she/he is successful. Set reasonable              

performance standards with your child to assure success. Be sure your child knows 

that it is okay to make (and learn from) mistakes. Support the teacher. If you are 

unsure of the objective of an assignment, rather than talk about the assignment in 

negative terms with your child, call the teacher to get the answers to your         

questions. 

Together, parents and teachers can build the self-esteem of gifted students by   

giving them appropriately challenging assignments and providing support so they 

can complete them successfully. 

Dr. Debra Barrickman, Gifted Coordinator 

Coordinator’s Corner Gifted Website 

Be sure to check out the information 

about gifted programming  on the 

South Euclid Lyndhurst website. This 

site contains information about gifted 

programming options in SEL as well 

as information about other aspects of 

gifted programming. 

In the future, this will be the place 

that we will post our quarterly    

newsletters. Be sure to check this site 

at the end of each quarter for the  

latest edition of the Gifted Update 

Newsletter. 

Other announcements that pertain to 

gifted students can also be found at 

this site. Be sure to check it out. 

 

South Euclid Lyndhurst Schools 

  

Debra Barrickman, Ph. D. 

Gifted Coordinator 

 

Phone: 216-691-2023 

barrickman@sel.k12.oh.us 

 

 


